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May 23, 2022 

 

 

REVIEW OF NOMINATING PETITION 

 

PHILIP CAVANAGH  

Nonpartisan Candidate for 3rd Circuit Judge, Non-Incumbent Position 

 

 

NUMBER OF VALID SIGNATURES REQUIRED:  4,000 signatures. 

 

TOTAL FILING:  5,348 signatures. 

 

RESULT OF FACE REVIEW:  3,816 facially valid signatures, 1,532 invalid signatures. 

 

Total number of signatures filed  5,348 

Not registered Less: 107 

Jurisdiction errors (no city in county known by name 

given by signer, dual jurisdiction entry, jurisdiction name 

given by signer does not align with address) 

Less: 172 

Date errors (no date given by signer, date of birth 

entered, or date given by signer is later than circulator’s 

date of signing) 

Less: 67 

Address errors (no street address or rural route given) Less: 10 

Circulator errors (circulator did not sign or date petition, 

etc.) 

Less: 50 

Signature errors (no signature or incomplete signature) Less: 1 

Number of signatures on sheets submitted by fraudulent-

petition circulators 

Less: 1,125 

TOTAL  3,816 

   

Staff reviewed each petition sheet submitted by Mr. Cavanagh. During that review, staff flagged 

each sheet which was signed by a fraudulent-petition circulator. For additional information on 

sheets submitted by fraudulent-petition circulators, see Staff Report on Fraudulent Nominating 

Petitions.  

 

In total, staff’s review of Mr. Cavanagh’s petition sheets identified 1,532 invalid signatures and 

3,816 facially valid signatures, which dropped him below the 4,000 threshold and rendered him 

ineligible for the ballot.  

 

Unlike in other campaigns with fraudulent-petition circulators, which included the same 

circulators who submitted fraudulent petition sheets across drives, two individuals—Charlotte 
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Hanover and Violet Rose Evans—submitted all 1,125 fraudulent signatures to Mr. Cavanagh’s 

campaign and did not submit to any other campaigns. 

 

However, these petition sheets contained similar defects to those found in other fraudulent-

petition circulator submissions, including the following:  

 

Cavanagh petition sheet 347,  line 1: voter’s name is Sue, not Susan.  

 line 2: voter’s name is Alicia but printed name indicates “Alica.” 

line 3: voter’s name is Jeramie but signature and printed name 

indicate “Jeremy.” 

 

 
 

Cavanagh petition sheet 343, line 7: voter died in 2021. 

 
 

Cavanagh petition sheet 267: alternating pens but distinctive slang and way of writing cursive 

“M” and “N” which is also present in the circulator’s “M” in “Michigan.” 
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CHALLENGE:  Mr. Cavanagh’s signatures were challenged by Jeffrey David Hillman. He 

alleged that 1,195 signatures across 132 petition sheets circulated by Violet Rose Edwards and 

Charlotte Hanover were fraudulent. However, the challenge was not processed because the 

circulators named above are the same ones the staff had already identified as fraudulent-petition 

circulators in its own review.  

 

Mr. Hillman also alleged that a number of signers were not registered voters and that other 

signatures were invalid due to other defects, including date, jurisdictional, and signature defects. 

However, the challenge was not processed because based on the staff’s face review, Mr. 

Cavanagh already did not have sufficient valid signatures to qualify for the ballot.  

 

In his response to the challenge, Mr. Cavanagh argued that the challenge was technically invalid 

for reasons relating to whether the challenge to specific signatures appeared in the sworn text of 

the complaint. 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Determine petition insufficient. 

 


